
Looking Over Jordan 

This year I will be preaching messages from several of our favorite Christmas songs. 

You may remember I also did this last year. I am looking forward to going through 

these special songs that are such a part of our Christmas celebration each year. 

My hope always is that the Christmas music will be a vehicle for the Gospel message. 

For many decades, maybe even for a century, Christmas has been a huge money-

making commercial enterprise. But as believers, we want to be certain that is not all 

it is. 

We want Christ to be the reason for the season! We want 

Christmas to be about Christ! While some aspects of the tradi-

tion, even in church history, may have secular origins, you and  

I know that Christmas is about celebrating the birthday of          

Jesus Christ, the Risen Son of God who still speaks the truth! 

Our Christmas songs draw us back, and many of them clearly 

talk about Jesus and His power to change the lives of those 

who have faith in Him. There are so many interesting and         

inspiring themes related to Christmas. Many Christmas songs 

highlight these aspects, and invite us to think and feel the 

power of God's plan of salvation. 

It is a wonder how God foretold through the prophets all that would happen, beginning 

with the famous "protoevanglium" of Genesis 3. God said to the serpent many things 

after he had deceived Adam and Eve, but v.15c is most remarkable: "He shall bruise 

you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel." God is prophesying about the 

relationship between the children of the serpent and the children of the woman, Eve. 

The wound received by the serpent will be fatal, while the child of the woman will 

survive his wound from the serpent's seed. Looking back at the sufferings of Christ, 
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we realize that though He was dead, yet He rose again! He lives today, and they were 

unable to keep Him in the grave. Yet, Romans 16:20 says, "The God of peace will soon 

crush Satan under your feet." Ultimately, the result will be as Revelation 20:10 reveals, 

"And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, 

where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and 

night forever and ever." Jesus would defeat Satan! 

You have heard messages that Jesus is the Son of Man Messiah. That means that He is 

the divine messiah who had every right but chose not to assert them so that He could 

defeat sin. In humility He came, into the stables, laid in the manger, born of the Virgin 

Mary. As Isaiah 42:3-4 say, "...He will faithfully bring forth justice. He will not be               

disheartened or crushed until He has established justice in the earth; And the coast-

lands will wait expectantly for His law." 

God's plan of salvation reached its apex in the life and ministry of Jesus. We think his 

ministry lasted only 3 years or so. It was all leading up to His cross, His passion and 

suffering, and His ultimate self-sacrifice as the Son of God for the sins of the world. It 

sounds a lot like the Easter Message, and it is. The Easter Message and the Christmas 

Message are one and the same, and no one gets one without the other! 

Celebrate Jesus this Christmas, and let the 

Christmas songs minister to your soul. 

Happy Because of Jesus, 

Pastor James 

Advent begins November 30Advent begins November 30Advent begins November 30Advent begins November 30————join us each Sunday as we prepare join us each Sunday as we prepare join us each Sunday as we prepare join us each Sunday as we prepare 

our hearts and minds for Christmas!our hearts and minds for Christmas!our hearts and minds for Christmas!our hearts and minds for Christmas!    

Lottie Moon Christmas OfferingLottie Moon Christmas OfferingLottie Moon Christmas OfferingLottie Moon Christmas Offering————November 30November 30November 30November 30----December 28 December 28 December 28 December 28 

100% of every gift directly supports overseas missionaries100% of every gift directly supports overseas missionaries100% of every gift directly supports overseas missionaries100% of every gift directly supports overseas missionaries    

Christmas card delivery will begin December 7Christmas card delivery will begin December 7Christmas card delivery will begin December 7Christmas card delivery will begin December 7————                                                                                        

have your cards delivered to our church family for you!have your cards delivered to our church family for you!have your cards delivered to our church family for you!have your cards delivered to our church family for you!    

Decorating the Christmas tree is Sunday, December 7.            Decorating the Christmas tree is Sunday, December 7.            Decorating the Christmas tree is Sunday, December 7.            Decorating the Christmas tree is Sunday, December 7.            

We will have ornaments here or feel free to bring one or more of We will have ornaments here or feel free to bring one or more of We will have ornaments here or feel free to bring one or more of We will have ornaments here or feel free to bring one or more of 

your own to place on the tree.your own to place on the tree.your own to place on the tree.your own to place on the tree.    

Come to the Manger Lord’s Supper                                                 Come to the Manger Lord’s Supper                                                 Come to the Manger Lord’s Supper                                                 Come to the Manger Lord’s Supper                                                 

is Sunday, December 21.is Sunday, December 21.is Sunday, December 21.is Sunday, December 21.    

Invite someone to worship with you this Christmas season!Invite someone to worship with you this Christmas season!Invite someone to worship with you this Christmas season!Invite someone to worship with you this Christmas season! 

Christmas is Coming! 


